
 
 

WHAT DO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE THINK ABOUT VOUCHERS? 
 
Support for vouchers is weak and getting weaker.  The public is highly supportive of doing 
what it takes to strengthen public schools: 
 

• _ó=~=ä~êÖÉ=ã~àçêáíóI=^ãÉêáÅ~åë=ÅçåíáåìÉ=íç=çééçëÉ=ìëáåÖ=éìÄäáÅ=ÑìåÇë=íç=é~ó=Ñçê=
ëíìÇÉåíë=íç=~ííÉåÇ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÅÜççäëK==^ÅÅçêÇáåÖ=íç=íÜÉ=OMMR=mÜá=aÉäí~=
h~éé~Ld~ääìé=éçääI=RT=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=íÜÉ=éìÄäáÅ=çééçëÉë=îçìÅÜÉêëX=ëìééçêí=Ñçê=
îçìÅÜÉêë=êÉÖáëíÉêÉÇ=~í=PU=éÉêÅÉåí=áå=OMMRK=lééçëáíáçå=íç=îçìÅÜÉêë=Ü~ë=êáëÉå=
ëäáÖÜíäó=ëáåÅÉ=OMMQI=ïÜÉå=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=èìÉëíáçå=ÇêÉï=RQ=éÉêÅÉåí=çééçëáíáçå=~åÇ=QO=
éÉêÅÉåí=ëìééçêíK===

=
• få=êÉëéçåëÉ=íç=~=èìÉëíáçå=çå=íÜÉ=OMMP=mÜá=aÉäí~=h~éé~Ld~ääìé=éçää=~Äçìí=

áãéäÉãÉåí~íáçå=çÑ=~=îçìÅÜÉê=éêçÖê~ã=áå=íÜÉáê=ëí~íÉ=ÑçääçïáåÖ=íÜÉ=ãçëí=êÉÅÉåí=
pìéêÉãÉ=`çìêí=ÇÉÅáëáçåI=RS=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=êÉëéçåÇÉåíë=ë~áÇ=íÜÉó=ïçìäÇ=çééçëÉ=
íÜÉáê=ëí~íÉ=çÑÑÉêáåÖ=îçìÅÜÉêë=íç=ëíìÇÉåíë=íç=~ííÉåÇ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÅÜççä=ïáíÜ=éìÄäáÅ=
ÑìåÇëK===

=
• qÜÉ=^ãÉêáÅ~å=éìÄäáÅ=ÅçåëáëíÉåíäó=Ñ~îçêë=áãéêçîáåÖ=~åÇ=ëíêÉåÖíÜÉåáåÖ=ÉñáëíáåÖ=

éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäë=ê~íÜÉê=íÜ~å=ÑáåÇáåÖ=~å=~äíÉêå~íáîÉ=íç=íÜÉ=ÅìêêÉåí=ëóëíÉãK==tÜÉå=
~ëâÉÇ=ïÜÉíÜÉê=íÜÉó=Ñ~îçêÉÇ=“êÉÑçêãáåÖ=íÜÉ=ÉñáëíáåÖ=ëóëíÉãÒ=çê=“ÑáåÇáåÖ=~å=
~äíÉêå~íáîÉ=ëóëíÉãÒ=íç=áãéêçîÉ=éìÄäáÅ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçåI=SS=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=êÉëéçåÇÉåíë=
ÅÜçëÉ=êÉÑçêã=~åÇ=çåäó=OS=éÉêÅÉåí=êÉéçêíÉÇ=éêÉÑÉêêáåÖ=~å=~äíÉêå~íáîÉK=

 
pçìêÅÉW=qÜÉ=PTíÜ=^ååì~ä=mÜá=aÉäí~=h~éé~Ld~ääìé=mçää=çÑ=íÜÉ=mìÄäáÅÛë=^ííáíìÇÉë=qçï~êÇ=íÜÉ=mìÄäáÅ=
pÅÜççäëI=Äó=içïÉää=`K=oçëÉ=~åÇ=^äÉñ=jK=d~ääìéK==mÜá=aÉäí~=h~éé~åI=pÉéíÉãÄÉê=OMMR=
qÜÉ=PSíÜ=^ååì~ä=mÜá=aÉäí~=h~éé~Ld~ääìé=mçää=çÑ=íÜÉ=mìÄäáÅÛë=^ííáíìÇÉë=qçï~êÇ=íÜÉ=mìÄäáÅ=
pÅÜççäëI=Äó=içïÉää=`K=oçëÉ=~åÇ=^äÉñ=jK=d~ääìéK==mÜá=aÉäí~=h~éé~åI=pÉéíÉãÄÉê=OMMQ===
qÜÉ=PRíÜ=^ååì~ä=mÜá=aÉäí~=h~éé~Ld~ääìé=mçää=çÑ=íÜÉ=mìÄäáÅÛë=^ííáíìÇÉë=qçï~êÇ=íÜÉ=mìÄäáÅ=
pÅÜççäëI=Äó=içïÉää=`K=oçëÉ=~åÇ=^äÉñ=jK=d~ääìéK==mÜá=aÉäí~=h~éé~åI=pÉéíÉãÄÉê=OMMP===
 
líÜÉê=éçääë=Ü~îÉ=Ü~Ç=ëáãáä~ê=ÑáåÇáåÖëW=
=
k~íáçå~ä=pÅÜççä=_ç~êÇë=^ëëçÅá~íáçåLwçÖÄó=fåíÉêå~íáçå~ä=mçää=EOMMOF=

• ^ãçåÖ=îçíÉêë=áå=íÜÉ=aáëíêáÅí=çÑ=`çäìãÄá~I=TS=éÉêÅÉåí=çééçëÉ=îçìÅÜÉêë=áÑ=áí=
ïçìäÇ=ãÉ~å=äÉëë=ãçåÉó=Ñçê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëK=

• lééçëáíáçå=ï~ë=ÉîÉå=ÜáÖÜÉê=~ãçåÖ=^ÑêáÅ~å=^ãÉêáÅ~å=îçíÉêë=áå=aK`KI=UR=éÉêÅÉåí=
çÑ=ïÜçã=ë~áÇ=íÜÉó=çééçëÉÇ=îçìÅÜÉêëK=

• fÑ=îçìÅÜÉêë=ïÉêÉ=íç=ÄÉ=Éå~ÅíÉÇI=UM=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=îçíÉêë=ïÜç=êÉëéçåÇÉÇ=ë~áÇ=íÜ~í=
ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=êÉÅÉáîÉÇ=îçìÅÜÉêë=ëÜçìäÇ=ÄÉ=ÜÉäÇ=íç=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=ëí~åÇ~êÇë=çÑ=
~ÅÅçìåí~Äáäáíó=~ë=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëK=

=
^ëëçÅá~íÉÇ=mêÉëë=EOMMOF=

• páñíó=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=íÜÉ=^ãÉêáÅ~å=éìÄäáÅ=çééçëÉÇ=~=ëÅÜççä=îçìÅÜÉê=éêçÖê~ã=áÑ=áí=
ïçìäÇ=ãÉ~å=äÉëë=ãçåÉó=Ñçê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëK=

• RS=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=íÜÉ=éìÄäáÅ=íÜçìÖÜí=íÜ~í=ëÅÜççäë=~ÅÅÉéíáåÖ=îçìÅÜÉêë=ëÜçìäÇ=Ü~îÉ=
íç=~ÅÅÉéí=~ää=ëíìÇÉåíë=ïÜç=~ééäóK=



• låäó=QR=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=íÜçëÉ=éçääÉÇ=ë~áÇ=íÜÉó=ïçìäÇ=ëÉåÇ=íÜÉáê=ÅÜáäÇ=íç=~=éêáî~íÉ=
ëÅÜççä=áÑ=~=îçìÅÜÉê=ïÉêÉ=~î~áä~ÄäÉK==

==
=
qÉñ~ë=pí~íÉ=qÉ~ÅÜÉêÛë=^ëëçÅá~íáçå=EOMMOF=

• få=OMMOI=çåäó=PQ=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=qÉñ~åë=ÄÉäáÉîÉÇ=íÜ~í=îçìÅÜÉêë=ïçìäÇ=ÜÉäé=éìÄäáÅ=
ÉÇìÅ~íáçåK=jÉ~åïÜáäÉI=SQ=éÉêÅÉåí=ëìééçêíÉÇ=~=ê~áëÉ=áå=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=é~ó=ÉîÉå=áÑ=áí=
ãÉ~åí=~=í~ñ=áåÅêÉ~ëÉK==

• TU=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=qÉñ~ë=êÉëáÇÉåíë=Ö~îÉ=íÜÉáê=ÅÜáäÇÛë=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççä=~=Öê~ÇÉ=çÑ=Ú^Û=çê=
Ú_ÛK=

=
k~íáçå~ä=pÅÜççä=_ç~êÇë=^ëëçÅá~íáçåLwçÖÄó=fåíÉêå~íáçå~ä=mçää=EOMMNF=

• UV=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=éÉçéäÉ=êÉéçêíÉÇ=ÄÉäáÉîáåÖ=íÜ~í=îçìÅÜÉê=ëÅÜççäë=ëÜçìäÇ=íÉëí=~åÇ=
éìÄäáÅäó=êÉéçêí=ëÅçêÉë=áå=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=ã~ååÉê=éìÄáÅ=ëÅÜççäë=ÇçK=

• UV=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=éÉçéäÉ=~äëç=ÄÉäáÉîÉÇ=íÜ~í=îçìÅÜÉê=ëÅÜççäë=ãìëí=ÄÉ=ÜÉäÇ=íç=íÜÉ=
ë~ãÉ=~Å~ÇÉãáÅ=ëí~åÇ~êÇë=~ë=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëK=

• UM=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=íÜÉ=éçéìä~íáçå=ë~áÇ=íÜ~í=îçìÅÜÉê=ëÅÜççäë=ëÜçìäÇ=~Çãáí=~ää=ïÜç=
~ééäóK=

• låäó=RT=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=íÜçëÉ=ïÜç=ë~áÇ=íÜÉó=ëìééçêí=îçìÅÜÉêë=ë~áÇ=íÜÉó=ïçìäÇ=Çç=ëç=
ÉîÉå=áÑ=áí=ãÉ~åí=ãçåÉó=ïçìäÇ=ÄÉ=í~âÉå=~ï~ó=Ñêçã=éìÄáÅ=ëÅÜççäëK=

=
qÜÉ=^ãÉêáÅ~å=éÉçéäÉ=ÅçåëáëíÉåíäó=Ü~îÉ=êÉàÉÅíÉÇ=îçìÅÜÉêë=ïÜÉå=éìí=íç=~=îçíÉW=
=
få=íÜÉ=ãçëí=êÉÅÉåí=îçíÉI=`~äáÑçêåá~=îçíÉêë=çîÉêïÜÉäãáåÖäó=îçíÉÇ=~Ö~áåëí=~=îçìÅÜÉê=
ãÉ~ëìêÉ=éìí=çå=~=OMMM=Ä~ääçíK==^ÅÅçêÇáåÖ=íç=~=içë=^åÖÉäÉë=qáãÉë=Éñáí=éçääI=TN=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=
îçíÉêëI=áåÅäìÇáåÖ=SU=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=Ää~Åâ=îçíÉêë=~åÇ=TT=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=i~íáåç=îçíÉêëI=ë~áÇ=“kçÒ=
íç=îçìÅÜÉêëK=
=

 Location Year Yes No 
 Maryland 1972 45% 55% 
 Michigan 1978 26% 74% 
 Colorado 1992 33% 67% 
 California 1993 30% 70% 
 Washington 1996 36% 64% 
 Michigan 2000 31% 69% 
 California 2000 29% 71% 

pçìêÅÉW=qÜÉ=k~íáçå~ä=bÇìÅ~íáçå=^ëëçÅá~íáçå===
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aç=óçì=Ñ~îçê=çê=çééçëÉ=~ääçïáåÖ=ëíìÇÉåíë=~åÇ=

é~êÉåíë=íç=ÅÜççëÉ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÅÜççäë=~í=éìÄäáÅ=
ÉñéÉåëÉ\

c~îçê
QO=B

lééçëÉ=

RQ% 

açåDí=håçï
QB

c~îçê

lééçëÉ=

açåDí
håçï 

pçìêÅÉ: 2004 Phi Delta 
Kappan/Gallup Poll 

 
 

aç=óçì=Ñ~îçê=çê=çééçëÉ=íÜÉ=îçìÅÜÉê=éêçÖê~ã=íÜÉ=

pìéêÉãÉ=`çìêí=ë~óë=áë=éÉêãáëëáÄäÉ=ìåÇÉê=íÜÉ=rKpK=

`çåëíáíìíáçå\

c~îçê
QOB

lééçëÉ=

RSB=

açåDí=håçï
OB

c~îçê=

lééçëÉ=

açåDí==
håçï 

Source: 2003 Phi Delta 
Kappan/Gallup Poll 
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