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lå=ÄÉÜ~äÑ=çÑ=íÜÉ=^ãÉêáÅ~å=cÉÇÉê~íáçå=çÑ=qÉ~ÅÜÉêë=E^cqF=~åÇ=cK=eçï~êÇ=kÉäëçå=~åÇ=k~åÅó=

s~å=jÉíÉêI=ïÜçI=~äçåÖ=ïáíÜ=ãÉI=ÅçJ~ìíÜçêÉÇ=íÜÉ=^cqÛë=^ìÖìëí=OMMQ=êÉéçêí=áå=ïÜáÅÜ=íÜÉ=OMMP=k^bm=
êÉëìäíë=Ñçê=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=ïÉêÉ=ìåçÑÑáÅá~ääó=êÉäÉ~ëÉÇI=f=~ééêÉÅá~íÉ=íÜÉ=k~íáçå~ä=^ëëÉëëãÉåí=dçîÉêåáåÖ=
_ç~êÇÛë=Ek^d_F=Öê~ÅáçìëåÉëë=áå=áåîáíáåÖ=ãÉ=íç=ëéÉ~â=çå=íÜÉ=çÅÅ~ëáçå=çÑ=áíë=çÑÑáÅá~ä=êÉäÉ~ëÉ=çÑ=íÜçëÉ=
êÉëìäíëK=f=~ã=é~êíáÅìä~êäó=ãçîÉÇ=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=áí=ï~ë=íÜÉ=^cqI=ìåÇÉê=áíë=ä~íÉ=éêÉëáÇÉåíI=^äÄÉêí=pÜ~åâÉêI=íÜ~í=
Ö~îÉ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=íÜÉáê=Ñáêëí=éìÄäáÅ=Ñ~ÅÉ=Ó=~=âáåÇÉêI=ÖÉåíäÉê=~åÇ=ãçêÉ=ÜçåÉëí=Ñ~ÅÉ=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=
áÇÉçäçÖáÅ~ä=çåÉ=åçï=ãçëí=áå=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉK=
=

iÉí=ãÉ=~äëç=íÜ~åâ=k^d_=Ñçê=í~âáåÖ=íÜÉ=éìÄäáÅ=áåÑçêã~íáçå=ÅçåÅÉêåë=ïÉ=ê~áëÉÇ=áå=çìê=êÉéçêí=
ëÉêáçìëäó=~åÇ=ãçîáåÖ=ìé=íÜÉ=êÉäÉ~ëÉ=Ç~íÉ=Ñçê=íÜÉ=çÑÑáÅá~ä=êÉéçêíK=tÉ=~êÉ=ÉëéÉÅá~ääó=éäÉ~ëÉÇ=íÜ~í=íçÇ~ó=
~äëç=ã~êâë=íÜÉ=éìÄäáÅ=êÉäÉ~ëÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=êÉëìäíë=çÑ=íÜÉ=k^bm=`Ü~êíÉê=pÅÜççä=pìêîÉó=nìÉëíáçåå~áêÉI=ïÜáÅÜ=
ïÉêÉ=åçí=~î~áä~ÄäÉ=çå=íÜÉ=k^bm=a~í~=qççä=ïÜÉå=ïÉ=éêÉé~êÉÇ=çìê=^ìÖìëí=êÉéçêíK=^ë=óçì=Å~å=ëÉÉ=Ñêçã=
íÜÉ=áíÉãë=íÜ~í=ïÉêÉ=áåÅäìÇÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=çÑÑáÅá~ä=k^bm=êÉéçêíI=~åÇ=~ë=f=ïáää=ÜáÖÜäáÖÜí=ëÜçêíäóI=íÜÉ=
nìÉëíáçåå~áêÉ=êÉëìäíë=ïÉ=éêÉëëÉÇ=Ñçê=íìêåÉÇ=çìí=íç=ÄÉ=ÉîÉêó=Äáí=~ë=áãéçêí~åí=~ë=ïÉ=Ü~Ç=ëìêãáëÉÇK=
=

tÉ=~äëç=~ééä~ìÇ=íÜÉ=ÇÉÅáëáçå=íç=êÉäÉ~ëÉ=íÜÉ=nìÉëíáçåå~áêÉ=Ç~í~=ÄÉÑçêÉ=íÜÉ=k~íáçå~ä=`ÉåíÉê=Ñçê=
bÇìÅ~íáçå=pí~íáëíáÅë=Ek`bpF=êÉäÉ~ëÉë=áíë=ëéÉÅá~ä=Éñéä~å~íçêó=~å~äóëáëI=ïÜáÅÜ=ïçìäÇ=Ü~îÉ=ÑìêíÜÉê=
ÇÉä~óÉÇ=éìÄäáÅ=~ÅÅÉëë=íç=íÜÉ=nìÉëíáçåå~áêÉ=êÉëìäíëK=kçïI=áåÇÉéÉåÇÉåí=êÉëÉ~êÅÜÉêë=~åÇ=çíÜÉê=
áåíÉêÉëíÉÇ=é~êíáÉëI=~äçåÖ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=ÖçîÉêåãÉåíI=Å~å=~äëç=~å~äóòÉ=íÜÉëÉ=Ç~í~=JJ=~=ãçîÉ=íÜ~í=ÑìêíÜÉêë=íÜÉ=
éêçëéÉÅíë=Ñçê=ëçìåÇ=~åÇ=çéÉå=éìÄäáÅ=ÇáëÅçìêëÉ=çå=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäëK=
=

pçI=~ÑíÉê=~ää=íÜÉ=Çìëíìé=~Äçìí=~=êÉéçêí=íÜ~í=ëíê~áÖÜíÑçêï~êÇäóI=~ÅÅìê~íÉäóI=~åÇ=Ñ~áêäó=éêÉëÉåíÉÇ=
ìåçÑÑáÅá~ä=k^bm=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=êÉëìäíëI=Üçï=áë=íÜÉ=çÑÑáÅá~ä=k^bm=êÉéçêí=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=Ñêçã=çìêë\=få=íÉêãë=çÑ=
íÜÉ=ëìÄëí~åíáîÉ=êÉëìäíëI=åçí=~í=~ää=EïáíÜ=íÜÉ=çåÉ=ÉñÅÉéíáçå=fÛää=ëççå=ÇáëÅìëëFK=kçåÉíÜÉäÉëëI=íÜÉ=çÑÑáÅá~ä=
êÉéçêí=ÇÉëÉêîÉë=ÉîÉå=ÅäçëÉê=~ííÉåíáçå=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=íÜÉ=åÉï=áåÑçêã~íáçå=áí=éêçîáÇÉë=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=Ñìää=ë~ãéäÉ=
~åÇ=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=êÉëìäíë=çÑ=íÜÉ=nìÉëíáçåå~áêÉ=Ó=~Ö~áåI=åÉáíÜÉê=çÑ=ïÜáÅÜ=ï~ë=éìÄäáÅäó=~î~áä~ÄäÉ=ïÜÉå=ïÉ=
éêÉé~êÉÇ=çìê=êÉéçêí=Ó=áåÇáÅ~íÉë=íÜ~í=íÜÉêÉ=áë=ÉîÉå=ãçêÉ=êÉ~ëçå=íç=ÄÉ=Çáë~ééçáåíÉÇ=~åÇ=íêçìÄäÉÇ=Äó=
ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=éÉêÑçêã~åÅÉ=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=ìåçÑÑáÅá~ä=k^bm=êÉëìäíë=áåÇáÅ~íÉÇKN=
=

tÜÉå=íÜÉ=^cq=éìÄäáëÜÉÇ=áíë=êÉéçêí=ä~ëí=^ìÖìëíI=éêçãáåÉåí=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=~ÇîçÅ~íÉë=
êÉëéçåÇÉÇ=íç=íÜÉ=íóéáÅ~ääó=éççêÉê=k^bm=êÉëìäíë=Ñçê=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=êÉä~íáîÉ=íç=çíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäë=
ã~áåäó=Äó=~êÖìáåÖ=íÜ~í=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=ÉÇìÅ~íÉ=íÜÉ=ãçëí=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=çÑ=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=óçìåÖëíÉêëK=
qÜÉ=Ñ~Åí=íÜ~í=^cqÛë=êÉéçêí=áåÅäìÇÉÇ=ÄêÉ~âÇçïåë=Äó=éçîÉêíóI=ê~ÅÉ=~åÇ=ÉíÜåáÅáíóI=~åÇ=ÅÉåíê~äJÅáíó=
äçÅ~íáçå=Ó=ÉîÉêó=Ñ~áê=Åçãé~êáëçå=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=k^bm=a~í~=qççä=~ääçïÉÇ=Ó=ÉáíÜÉê=ï~ë=áÖåçêÉÇ=Äó=íÜÉ=ÅêáíáÅë=
çê=ÇáëãáëëÉÇ=~ë=ÄÉáåÖ=áåëìÑÑáÅáÉåí=Ñçê=Å~éíìêáåÖ=íÜáë=ãçëíJÇáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇJçÑJíÜÉJÇáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=
éÜÉåçãÉåçåK=

=
1 See page 3 of the official report for an explanation of the differences in the sample and other information available in this 
report and the sample available to us on the NAEP Data Tool. We are grateful to NCES and NAGB for including this 
explanation in the body of their report. 
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fåÇÉÉÇI=äáâÉ=ÉîÉêóíÜáåÖ=ÉäëÉI=íÜÉ=k^bm=a~í~=qççä=~åÇ=k^bm=áíëÉäÑ=Ü~îÉ=äáãáí~íáçåëKO==`ìêáçìëäóI=
ÜçïÉîÉêI=çìê=ÅêáíáÅë=ìííÉêäó=ÇáëãáëëÉÇ=íÜÉ=ëí~íáëíáÅ~ääó=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åí=ìåÇÉêéÉêÑçêã~åÅÉ=çÑ=äçïJáåÅçãÉ=
ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíë=êÉä~íáîÉ=íç=íÜÉáê=éÉÉêë=áå=êÉÖìä~ê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäë=Äìí=ïÉêÉ=îáêíì~ääó=ÉÄìääáÉåí=
çîÉê=çìê=ÑáåÇáåÖ=íÜ~í=íÜÉêÉ=ï~ë=åç=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åí=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉ=ÄÉíïÉÉå=íÜÉ=éççê=éÉêÑçêã~åÅÉ=çÑ=ãáåçêáíó=
ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=ÅÜ~êíÉê=~åÇ=çíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëK=tÜÉíÜÉê=íÜáë=àìÄáä~íáçå=ï~ë=Å~ìëÉÇ=Äó=íÜÉ=“ëçÑí=ÄáÖçíêó=
çÑ=äçï=ÉñéÉÅí~íáçåëIÒ=íÜÉ=ìåëÉÉãäó=~ëëìãéíáçå=íÜ~í=ê~Åá~ä=~åÇ=ÉíÜåáÅ=ãáåçêáíáÉë=~êÉ=~ää=éççê=çêI=áéëç=
Ñ~ÅíçI=Ü~êÇ=íç=ÉÇìÅ~íÉI=çê=Äó=ÑçêÖÉíÑìäåÉëë=íÜ~í=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=ïÉêÉ=Äìáäí=çå=íÜÉ=éêçãáëÉ=çÑ=ÇçáåÖ=
ÄÉííÉê=íÜ~å=çíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäë=ïáíÜ=íÜÉëÉ=ëíìÇÉåíëI=f=äÉ~îÉ=íç=çíÜÉêë=íç=ÇÉÅáÇÉK=tÜ~í=áë=ÅäÉ~êI=
ÜçïÉîÉêI=áë=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=~ääÉÖ~íáçå=íÜ~í=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=ÉÇìÅ~íÉ=íÜÉ=ãçëí=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=çÑ=íÜÉ=
Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇI=äÉí=~äçåÉ=Çç=~=ÄÉííÉê=àçÄ=çÑ=áíI=ÖÉíë=ÉîÉå=äÉëë=ëìééçêí=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=çÑÑáÅá~ä=k^bm=êÉéçêí=íÜ~å=
áí=ÇáÇ=áå=íÜÉ=éêÉäáãáå~êó=k^bm=êÉëìäíëKP==
=

cáêëíI=íÜÉ=åÉï=k^bm=Ç~í~=êÉîÉ~ä=íÜ~í=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=Çç=åçí=ÉÇìÅ~íÉ=~=Çáëéêçéçêíáçå~íÉ=
éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=çÑ=äçïJáåÅçãÉ=EÑêÉÉLêÉÇìÅÉÇJéêáÅÉ=äìåÅÜ=ÉäáÖáÄäÉF=ëíìÇÉåíë=~ÑíÉê=~ääK=fåÇÉÉÇI=íÜÉ=éÉêÅÉåí=
çÑ=äçïJáåÅçãÉ=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=ÑÉää=Ñêçã=RQ=éÉêÅÉåí=áå=íÜÉ=k^bm=ë~ãéäÉ=êÉéçêíÉÇ=çå=Äó=íÜÉ=
^cq=íç=QO=éÉêÅÉåí=áå=íÜÉ=ÑìääÉê=ë~ãéäÉ=Ó=íïç=éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=éçáåíë=äçïÉê=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=áå=çíÜÉê=
éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëK=vÉí=ÉîÉå=íÜçìÖÜ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=~åÇ=êÉÖìä~ê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäë=íìêå=çìí=íç=Ü~îÉ=~Äçìí=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=
éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=çÑ=äçïJáåÅçãÉ=ëíìÇÉåíëI=íÜÉ=êÉëìäíë=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=éêÉäáãáå~êó=k^bm=ë~ãéäÉ=~êÉ=ÉÅÜçÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=
çÑÑáÅá~ä=êÉéçêíW=içïJáåÅçãÉ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíë=éÉêÑçêã=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åíäó=ïçêëÉ=íÜ~å=íÜÉáê=éÉÉêë=áå=
çíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäë=áå=ÄçíÜ=ã~íÜ=~åÇ=êÉ~ÇáåÖX=ãçêÉçîÉêI=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=éÉêÑçêã~åÅÉ=çÑ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=
áë=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åíäó=ïçêëÉ=íÜ~å=çíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäë=áå=ã~íÜ=~åÇI=~ë=ïÉ=ëÜ~ää=ëççå=ëÉÉI=áå=êÉ~ÇáåÖI=~ë=ïÉääK=
fÑ=ÉÇìÅ~íáåÖ=íÜÉ=ãçëí=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=çÑ=íÜÉ=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=áë=~=äÉÖáíáã~íÉ=Éñéä~å~íáçå=Ñçê=éççê=êÉä~íáîÉ=
éÉêÑçêã~åÅÉI=áí=áë=åçí=~å=Éñéä~å~íáçå=íÜ~í=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=~êÉ=áå=ãìÅÜ=çÑ=~=éçëáíáçå=íç=ã~âÉK=Q=
=

pÉÅçåÇI=áí=~äëç=íìêåë=çìí=íÜ~í=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=Éåêçää=~=ëí~íáëíáÅ~ääó=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åí=äçïÉê=éêçéçêíáçå=
çÑ=ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ëíìÇÉåíë=íÜ~å=êÉÖìä~ê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäë=Çç=E~åÇ=~äãçëí=ÅÉêí~áåäó=ëíìÇÉåíë=ïáíÜ=
ãáäÇÉê=Çáë~ÄáäáíáÉëFK=_ÉÅ~ìëÉ=ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ëíìÇÉåíëI=çå=~îÉê~ÖÉI=~êÉ=íÜÉ=äçïÉëíJëÅçêáåÖ=ëíìÇÉåíëI=
íÜÉáê=äçï=êÉéêÉëÉåí~íáçå=áå=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=ÑìêíÜÉê=ìåÇÉêÅìíë=íÜÉ=Åä~áã=íÜ~í=íÜÉëÉ=ëÅÜççäë=~êÉ=
ÉÇìÅ~íáåÖ=íÜÉ=ãçëí=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=çÑ=íÜÉ=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇK=
=

fåÇÉÉÇI=~ë=q~ÄäÉ=^JNI=ïÜáÅÜ=áë=ÄìêáÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=~ééÉåÇáñ=çÑ=íÜÉ=çÑÑáÅá~ä=k^bm=êÉéçêíI=áåÇáÅ~íÉëI=
ïÜÉå=óçì=ÄêÉ~â=Ççïå=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=êÉ~ÇáåÖ=Åçãé~êáëçå=Ó=íÜÉ=çåäó=çåÉ=çÑ=çìê=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åíäó=äçïÉê=k^bm=
ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=êÉëìäíë=íÜ~í=ï~ë=åçí=êÉéäáÅ~íÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=çÑÑáÅá~ä=êÉéçêí=Ó=Äó=ÉñÅäìÇáåÖ=ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=
ëíìÇÉåíëI=íÜÉ=ëí~íáëíáÅ~ä=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åÅÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=äçïÉê=êÉ~ÇáåÖ=ëÅçêÉ=çÑ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíë=êÉä~íáîÉ=íç=
çíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíë=áë=êÉëíçêÉÇK=
=

qÜáêÇI=áí=~äëç=íìêåë=çìí=íÜ~í=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=ÉåêçääãÉåí=áë=åçí=èìáíÉ=~ë=ÅçåÅÉåíê~íÉÇ=áå=ÅÉåíê~äJ
Åáíó=ëÅÜççäë=~ÑíÉê=~ääK=få=íÜÉ=ÑìääÉê=ë~ãéäÉI=íÜÉ=éêçéçêíáçå=çÑ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=ìêÄ~å=ÅÜ~êíÉê=
ëÅÜççäë=ÑÉää=Ñêçã=çìê=ë~ãéäÉÛë=~îÉê~ÖÉ=çÑ=SO=éÉêÅÉåí=íç=RM=éÉêÅÉåíK=tÜáäÉ=íÜáë=áë=ëíáää=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åíäó=
ÜáÖÜÉê=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=éêçéçêíáçå=çÑ=çíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíë=~ííÉåÇáåÖ=ìêÄ~å=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëI=áí=~äëç=
áåÇáÅ~íÉë=íÜ~í=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=~êÉ=íçÇ~ó=àìëí=~ë=äáâÉäó=íç=äçÅ~íÉ=áå=~êÉ~ë=ïáíÜçìí=Çáëéêçéçêíáçå~íÉäó=
ÜáÖÜ=ÅçåÅÉåíê~íáçåë=çÑ=“Ü~êÇJíçJÉÇìÅ~íÉÒ=ëíìÇÉåíë=~ë=íÜÉó=~êÉ=íç=äçÅ~íÉ=áå=ÅÉåíê~ä=ÅáíáÉëK=
=

fÑ=~åóíÜáåÖI=íÜÉåI=íÜÉ=åÉï=Ç~í~=éêçîáÇÉ=ÉîÉå=ÅäÉ~êÉê=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=íÜ~íI=Ñ~ê=Ñêçã=ÉÇìÅ~íáåÖ=íÜÉ=
ãçëí=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=çÑ=íÜÉ=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇI=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=~êÉ=ÇçáåÖ=~=éççêÉê=àçÄ=ïáíÜ=~=ëíìÇÉåí=ÄçÇó=

============================================================
2 The release of the 2003 NAEP restricted users data set will help alleviate these limitations. 
3 For additional evidence undermining the claim that charter schools educate the most disadvantaged of disadvantaged 
students, see Jack Buckley, Mark Schneider, and Yi Shang, “Are Charter School Students Harder to Educate? Evidence from 
Washington, D.C.” http://www.ncspe.org/list-papers.php  
4 Tables A-4 and A-9 in the Appendix also reveal that 91-92 percent of charter school students are in schools that report that 
they serve a “general student population” rather than a “special student target population.” While these phrases are open to 
interpretation, the results further undermine the claim that charter schools primarily target and serve at-risk students. 
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íÜ~í=áë=ëäáÖÜíäó=äÉëë=éççê=~åÇ=Ü~ë=~=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åíäó=äçïÉê=éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=çÑ=ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ëíìÇÉåíë=íÜ~å=
íÜÉ=ëíìÇÉåí=ÄçÇó=ÑçìåÇ=áå=çíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëK=^ë=Ñçê=íÜÉ=ëí~íáëíáÅ~ääó=áåëáÖåáÑáÅ~åí=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=
ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉë=ÄçíÜ=êÉéçêíë=ÑçìåÇ=ÄÉíïÉÉå=ê~Åá~ä=~åÇ=ÉíÜåáÅ=ãáåçêáíáÉë=áå=ÅÜ~êíÉê=~åÇ=çíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=
ëÅÜççäëI=ïÜÉå=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=~êÉ=Çáëéêçéçêíáçå~íÉäó=äçÅ~íÉÇ=áå=ÅÉåíê~ä=ÅáíáÉë=~åÇ=óÉí=Çç=åçí=Ü~îÉ=
Çáëéêçéçêíáçå~íÉäó=ãçêÉ=äçïJ=áåÅçãÉ=ëíìÇÉåíë=íÜ~å=çíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäë=Çç=çå=~îÉê~ÖÉ=JJ=Äìí=Çç=
Ü~îÉ=~=Çáëéêçéçêíáçå~íÉäó=äçïÉê=éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=çÑ=ëéÉÅá~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ëíìÇÉåíë=JJ=íÜÉêÉ=áë=ÖççÇ=êÉ~ëçå=íç=
ëìëéÉÅí=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=ê~Åá~ä=~åÇ=ÉíÜåáÅ=ãáåçêáíó=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=~êÉI=áÑ=åçí=äÉëë=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇ=
íÜ~å=íÜÉáê=éÉÉêë=áå=çíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëI=íÜÉå=~í=äÉ~ëí=åç=ãçêÉ=Çáë~Çî~åí~ÖÉÇKR=tÉ=äççâ=Ñçêï~êÇ=íç=íÜÉ=
çééçêíìåáíáÉë=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=êÉäÉ~ëÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=Ñìää=k^bm=Ç~í~=ëÉí=ïáää=~ääçï=Ñçê=éÉêÑçêãáåÖ=ÅêçëëJí~Äìä~íáçåë=íç=
ëÜÉÇ=äáÖÜí=çå=íÜáë=áãéçêí~åí=èìÉëíáçåK=
=

^åçíÜÉê=ã~àçê=äáåÉ=çÑ=~êÖìãÉåí=ïÉ=ÜÉ~êÇ=~Äçìí=íÜÉ=“ãÉ~åáåÖäÉëëåÉëëÒ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ìåçÑÑáÅá~ä=k^bm=
êÉëìäíë=ï~ë=íÜ~í=íÜÉó=êÉîÉ~äÉÇ=åçíÜáåÖ=~Äçìí=Üçï=äçåÖ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=Ü~Ç=ÄÉÉå=áå=çéÉê~íáçåI=ïÜáÅÜ=
ï~ë=íêìÉ=ÉåçìÖÜ=ëáåÅÉ=íÜÉ=nìÉëíáçåå~áêÉ=êÉëìäíë=íÜ~í=ÅçìäÇ=~ÇÇêÉëë=íÜáë=ïÉêÉ=åçí=éìÄäáÅäó=~î~áä~ÄäÉK=
^ÅÅçêÇáåÖ=íç=íÜáë=~êÖìãÉåíI=ãçëí=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=~êÉ=åÉï=ëÅÜççäëI=ïÜáÅÜ=åÉÉÇ=~=ÑÉï==óÉ~êë=íç=ÖÉí=ìé=
íç=ëéÉÉÇI=ëç=áí=áë=ìåÇÉêëí~åÇ~ÄäÉ=íÜ~í=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíë=ïçìäÇ=Çç=ïçêëÉ=çå=k^bmK=fí=áë=íÜÉêÉÑçêÉ=
ïçêíÜ=Éñ~ãáåáåÖ=ïÜ~í=íÜÉ=nìÉëíáçåå~áêÉ=êÉëìäíë=êÉîÉ~äK==
=

^ë=íÜÉ=í~ÄäÉë=áå=íÜÉ=^ééÉåÇáñ=ÇÉãçåëíê~íÉI=íÜÉ=~êÖìãÉåí=ÇçÉë=åçí=ÜçäÇ=ï~íÉêK=píìÇÉåíë=áå=
ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=ïÉêÉ=çéÉå=Ñçê=~=äçåÖÉê=íáãÉ=ÇáÇ=åç=ÄÉííÉê=íÜ~å=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=åÉïÉê=ÅÜ~êíÉê=
ëÅÜççäëKS=kçê=ÇçÉë=áí=íìêå=çìí=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=ã~àçêáíó=çÑ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíë=~êÉ=áå=åÉïÉê=ëÅÜççäëX=íïç=
çìí=çÑ=íÜêÉÉ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=íÜÉ=ë~ãéäÉ=ïÉêÉ=áå=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=Ü~Ç=ÄÉÉå=éêçîáÇáåÖ=
áåëíêìÅíáçå=Ñçê=~í=äÉ~ëí=Ñçìê=óÉ~êëK=
=

qÜÉ=nìÉëíáçåå~áêÉ=êÉëìäíë=~äëç=ÇÉäáîÉê=~=Ääçï=íç=íÜÉ=íÜÉçêÉíáÅ~ä=ìåÇÉêéáååáåÖë=çÑ=íÜÉ=
éêÉî~áäáåÖ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=ãçîÉãÉåíK=`Ü~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=éäÉÇÖÉÇ=íç=éêçÇìÅÉ=ëìéÉêáçê=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=
êÉëìäíë=áå=êÉíìêå=Ñçê=ÖêÉ~íÉê=~ìíçåçãóI=íÜÉ=íÜÉçêó=ÄÉáåÖ=íÜ~í=ÑêÉÉÇçã=Ñêçã=êìäÉë=~åÇ=êÉÖìä~íáçåë=~åÇ=
íÜÉ=ÅêÉ~íáçå=çÑ=~=ÅçãéÉíáíáîÉ=ÉåîáêçåãÉåí=ïçìäÇ=ìåäÉ~ëÜ=íÜÉ=ÅêÉ~íáîáíó=~åÇ=éêçÇìÅíáîáíó=åçï=
éêÉëìã~Ääó=~ÄëÉåí=áå=êÉÖìä~ê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëK=lìê=êÉéçêí=ÅçìäÇ=çåäó=ëÜÉÇ=éêÉäáãáå~êó=äáÖÜí=çå=íÜáë=
ëìÄàÉÅíI=Äó=äççâáåÖ=~í=éÉêÑçêã~åÅÉ=áå=ëí~íÉë=ïáíÜ=“ëíêçåÖÒ=çê=“ïÉ~âÒ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=ä~ïëI=~ÅÅçêÇáåÖ=íç=
íÜÉ=ÅêáíÉêá~=çÑ=íÜÉ=`ÉåíÉê=Ñçê=bÇìÅ~íáçå=oÉÑçêã=E`boFK=qÜÉ=çÑÑáÅá~ä=êÉéçêí=Å~ëíë=~=ãçêÉ=ÅçãéêÉÜÉåëáîÉ=
ëÜ~ÇçïK=
=

`çåëáëíÉåí=ïáíÜ=çìê=êÉëìäíëI=íÜÉ=åÉï=k^bm=Ç~í~=ëÜçï=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=ãçêÉ=~ìíçåçãó=~=ÅÜ~êíÉê=
ëÅÜççä=Ü~ëI=íÜÉ=ïçêëÉ=áí=ÇçÉëK=píìÇÉåíë=áå=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=ïÉêÉ=~ìíÜçêáòÉÇ=Äó=~åÇ=é~êí=çÑ=~=ëÅÜççä=
ÇáëíêáÅí=éçëíÉÇ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=êÉëìäíë=íÜ~í=ïÉêÉ=áåÇáëíáåÖìáëÜ~ÄäÉ=Ñêçã=íÜçëÉ=çÑ=íÜÉáê=éÉÉêë=áå=êÉÖìä~ê=éìÄäáÅ=
ëÅÜççäëK=få=Åçåíê~ëíI=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=ïÉêÉ=åçí=ÅÜ~êíÉêÉÇ=Äó=~=ëÅÜççä=ÇáëíêáÅí=~åÇ=íÜ~í=
çéÉê~íÉÇ=~ë=íÜÉáê=çïå=ëÅÜççä=ÇáëíêáÅí=Ü~Ç=íÜÉ=ïçêëí=éÉêÑçêã~åÅÉ=~ãçåÖ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíë=~åÇ=
~äëç=~ÅÜáÉîÉÇ=~í=~=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åíäó=äçïÉê=äÉîÉä=íÜ~å=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=çíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëK=píìÇÉåíë=áå=ÅÜ~êíÉê=
ëÅÜççäë=êìå=Äó=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå~ä=ã~å~ÖÉãÉåí=çêÖ~åáò~íáçåë=EbjlëFI=ïÜáÅÜ=ÉåêçääÉÇ=~Äçìí=çåÉJíÜáêÇ=çÑ=
ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=íÜÉ=k^bm=ë~ãéäÉI=éÉêÑçêãÉÇ=åç=ÄÉííÉê=íÜ~å=çíÜÉê=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäëK=
=

i~ëí=Äìí=åçí=äÉ~ëí=áë=íÜÉ=áåÑçêã~íáçå=çå=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=íÜáë=êÉéçêí=éêçîáÇÉëI=ïÜáÅÜI=éêÉîáçìëäóI=~äëç=
ÅçìäÇ=åçí=ÄÉ=~ÅÅÉëëÉÇK=få=ÅÜ~êíÉê=~åÇ=çíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëI=êÉÖìä~ê=ÅÉêíáÑáÅ~íáçå=áë=~ëëçÅá~íÉÇ=ïáíÜ=
ÜáÖÜÉê=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåíK=kçí=ëìêéêáëáåÖäóI=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë==ïÉêÉ=äÉëë=äáâÉäó=íç=ÄÉ=í~ìÖÜí=Äó=
êÉÖìä~êäó=ÅÉêíáÑáÉÇ=íÜ~å=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=çíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäë=ESSJSV=éÉêÅÉåí=îëK=VM=éÉêÅÉåíFK=^äíÜçìÖÜ=
ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíë =í~ìÖÜí=by=ÉáíÜÉê=íóéÉ=çÑ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ëÅçêÉÇ=äçïÉ ê=íÜ~ å=çíÜÉê=éì Ä äáÅ=ëÅÜççä=

============================================================
5 Also see Buckley et al. 
6 Buried in a footnote of the report that the U.S. Department of Education released as a result of a FOIA request by the New 
York Times is a similar finding from a different data set: There was no difference in the performance of newer and more 
established charter schools. Kara Finnigan et al, “Evaluation of the Public Charter Schools Program: Final Report,” Wash., 
DC.: SRI International (prepared for the U.S. Department of Education), 2004. 
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=

ëíìÇÉåíë=ïáíÜ=ÉáíÜÉê=íóéÉ=çÑ=íÉ~ÅÜÉêI=íÜÉ=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉ=ï~ë=åçí=ëí~íáëíáÅ~ääó=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åíK=qÜÉ=~Äóëã~ä=
êÉëìäíë=Ñçê=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíë=í~ìÖÜí=Äó=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ïáíÜ=åç=íÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=ÅêÉÇÉåíá~äë=EVJNO=éÉêÅÉåíF=Ó=
íÜÉêÉ=ïÉêÉ=åç=ëìÅÜ=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=íÜÉ=êÉÖìä~ê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççä=ë~ãéäÉ=Ó=ëéÉ~â=Ñçê=íÜÉãëÉäîÉëK=
=

`Ü~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíë=ïÉêÉ=~äëç=íïáÅÉ=~ë=äáâÉäó=~ë=çíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíë=íç=Ü~îÉ=
íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ïáíÜ=MJQ=óÉ~êë=çÑ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=EQP=~åÇ=QO=éÉêÅÉåí=îëK=OP=éÉêÅÉåíFK=_çíÜ=Ñçê=ÅÜ~êíÉê=~åÇ=çíÜÉê=
éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíëI=Ü~îáåÖ=ãçêÉJÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉÇ=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ï~ë=~ëëçÅá~íÉÇ=ïáíÜ=ÜáÖÜÉê=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåíK=
vÉí=íÜÉ=åÉÖ~íáîÉ=áãé~Åí=çÑ=áåÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉÇ=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ï~ë=ëáÖåáÑáÅ~åíäó=ïçêëÉ=Ñçê=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíë=
íÜ~å=áí=ï~ë=Ñçê=çíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççä=ëíìÇÉåíëK=
=

fÑ=íÜÉ=çÑÑáÅá~ä=OMMP=k^bm=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=êÉéçêí=~åÇ=nìÉëíáçåå~áêÉ=êÉëìäíëI=~äçåÖ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=
ÅçêêçÄçê~íáåÖ=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=íÜ~í=Ü~ë=ÄÉÉå=~ã~ëëÉÇ=çîÉê=íÜÉ=óÉ~êëI=ÇçÉë=åçí=Å~ìëÉ=éçäáÅóã~âÉêë=íç=êÉJ
Éñ~ãáåÉ=íÜÉ=ãáëäÉ~ÇáåÖ=Åä~áãë=~åÇ=ëéÉÅáçìë=íÜÉçêáÉë=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=ãçîÉãÉåíI=áí=áë=Ü~êÇ=íç=
áã~ÖáåÉ=ïÜ~í=ïáääK=qêìÉI=k^bm=ÇçÉë=åçí=ãÉ~ëìêÉ=ÖêçïíÜI=ïÜáÅÜI=~ÅÅçêÇáåÖ=íç=íÜÉ=rKpK=pÉÅêÉí~êó=çÑ=
bÇìÅ~íáçå=~åÇ=`boI=Ñçê=Éñ~ãéäÉI=êÉåÇÉêë=k^bm=ëÅáÉåíáÑáÅ~ääó=ëìëéÉÅí=ïÜÉå=áí=êÉéçêíë=çå=ÅÜ~êíÉê=
ëÅÜççäë=Äìí=åçí=~éé~êÉåíäó=ïÜÉå=áí=êÉéçêíë=çå=çíÜÉê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëI=ïÜáÅÜ=áí=Ü~ë=ÄÉÉå=ÇçáåÖ=ëáåÅÉ=
NVSVK=_ìí=áÑ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=éêçÇìÅÉÇ=ÜáÖÜÉê=~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåí=ÖêçïíÜI=ïÉ=ïçìäÇ=ÉñéÉÅí=íÜ~í=ëíìÇÉåíë=áå=
ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=íÜ~í=ïÉêÉ=áå=çéÉê~íáçå=íÜÉ=äçåÖÉëí=íç=éÉêÑçêã=ÄÉííÉê=íÜ~å=íÜÉáê=éÉÉêë=áå=åÉïÉê=ÅÜ~êíÉê=
ëÅÜççäëI=~åÇ=íÜÉó=ÇáÇ=åçí=çå=k^bmK=jçêÉçîÉêI=eÉäÉå=i~ÇÇ=~åÇ=oçÄÉêí=_áÑìäÅçÛë=ÅçãéêÉÜÉåëáîÉ=ëíìÇó=
çÑ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=áå=kçêíÜ=`~êçäáå~=ÇáÇ=ÇáêÉÅíäó=ãÉ~ëìêÉ=ÖêçïíÜ=Äó=íê~ÅâáåÖ=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=çîÉê=
íáãÉI==~åÇI=áÑ=~åóíÜáåÖI=áíë=êÉëìäíë=ÇÉ~ä=~=ÄáÖÖÉê=Ääçï=íç=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=Åä~áãë=íÜ~å=k^bm=ÇçÉëKT=
=
tÜÉå=`ÜÉëíÉê=cáåå=äÉ~êåÉÇ=íÜÉ=ìåçÑÑáÅá~ä=k^bm=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççä=êÉëìäíë=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=kÉï=vçêâ=qáãÉë=éêáçê=
íç=íÜÉáê=éìÄäáÅ~íáçå=áå=íÜÉ=åÉïëé~éÉêI=ÜÉ=êÉ~ÅíÉÇ=íç=íÜÉ=ÑáåÇáåÖë=Äó=ÅçããÉåíáåÖ=íÜ~í=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=
åÉÉÇÉÇ=~=ÇçëÉ=çÑ=íçìÖÜ=äçîÉK=qÜ~í=áë=ëíáää=ëçìåÇ=~ÇîáÅÉK==
=
^ÅÅçêÇáåÖ=íç=`boI=íÜÉêÉ=~êÉ=~Äçìí=~=ãáääáçå=óçìåÖëíÉêë=áå=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäëK=qÜÉ=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=áë=ëíêçåÖ=íÜ~í=
Ñ~ê=íçç=ã~åó=çÑ=íÜÉã=~êÉ=é~óáåÖ=~=ÜÉ~îó=éêáÅÉ=Ñçê=éçäáÅóã~âÉêë=Ü~îáåÖ=ÇêçééÉÇ=íÜÉ=Ä~ää=çå=ÅÜ~êíÉê=
ëÅÜççä=çîÉêëáÖÜíK=tÜáäÉ=åç=ÇçìÄí=íÜÉêÉ=~êÉ=ëçãÉ=çìíëí~åÇáåÖ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäëI=íÜÉ=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=áåÇáÅ~íÉë=
íÜ~í=ãçëí=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë=~êÉ=ÇçáåÖ=ïçêëÉ=íÜ~å=çìê=ãìÅÜJã~äáÖåÉÇ=êÉÖìä~ê=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëK=fÑ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=
ëÅÜççäë=~êÉ=ëìééçëÉÇ=íç=“êÉëÅìÉÒ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=íê~ééÉÇ=áå=ëçJÅ~ääÉÇ=Ñ~áäáåÖ=éìÄäáÅ=ëÅÜççäëI=ïÜç=ïáää=êÉëÅìÉ=
íÜÉ=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=íê~ééÉÇ=áå=ÇÉãçåëíê~Ääó=ãçêÉ=Ñ~áäáåÖ=ÅÜ~êíÉê=ëÅÜççäë\==
=
=
=
_Éää~=oçëÉåÄÉêÖI=^ëëáëí~åí=íç=íÜÉ=mêÉëáÇÉåí=
aÉÅÉãÄÉê=NRI=OMMQ=E~=ÅçéóJÉÇáíÉÇ=îÉêëáçå=çÑ=íÜÉ=pí~íÉãÉåí=ÇáëíêáÄìíÉÇ=Äó=k^d_=çå=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=Ç~íÉF=
=
=
= =
= =
= =

==

============================================================
7 “Student Achievement in Charter Schools,” http://www.pubpol.duke.edu/people/faculty/ladd.  
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