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Spend Some of Your Summer 
with Share My Lesson

1. Register on ShareMyLesson.com

If you aren’t registered on Share My 
Lesson, you should be! More than a 
half-million people who work with 
students are registered on the site, 
sharing resources with each other. 
Registering is quick and easy. Just  
go to ShareMyLesson.com, click on the 
red “Join Us” button, and �ll 
out the form. 

2. Search for resources

Once you’re registered, start browsing. 
You’ll �nd various resources covering all 
subjects and grades. If it is your �rst visit 
to the site, you might �nd it helpful to 
start with the Teacher Care Packages 
(www.bit.ly/PXdonf), which showcase 
users’ favorite resources. Care Packages 
include links to the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS), resources that are aligned to each of the 
standards, and lesson plans for teaching speci�c celebrations, 
heritage months, and historic events. Care Packages are regularly 
updated to re�ect new additions. Be sure to bookmark this page 
and visit it often!

Interested in resources about the Common Core? In addition to 
CCSS-aligned classroom materials, Share My Lesson houses a wealth 
of professional development materials for teachers looking to learn 
more about these standards. You’ll �nd the standards themselves, 
sample assessment questions, webinars (www.bit.ly/Sh7fEF) with 
education researchers and experts, sample parent letters (www.bit.
ly/1kB4vuL), and more. To see the full range of available materials, 
check out the Common Core Information Center (www.bit.
ly/1kB4KpQ).

3. Share your resources

Do you have a favorite lesson or worksheet? Share it on Share My 
Lesson. It’s easy: log on to Share My Lesson, click on “Teaching 
Resources,” click on “Add a Resource” at the top of the page, �ll 
out the form, upload your resource, and hit “Save.” It is really that 
simple.

Summer break is a great time to take a close look at the 
materials you’ve prepared and get them ready for others to use as 
well. One AFT member likened the sharing process to getting ready 
for an open house. You �nd yourself wanting to make your 
resource more attractive and/or user-friendly for the next person 
who wants to download and use it.

4.  Become a Share My Lesson  
ambassador

Members across the country are signing up 
to be ambassadors of Share My Lesson. 
Ambassadors spread the word about this 
terri�c website through social media, blog 
posts, and conference presentations, and 
they review resources for alignment to the 
Common Core and help with the develop-
ment of new sections of the website (two 
recent additions cover early childhood 
education and STEM education).

Much of this development work occurs 
through weekend events where members 
brainstorm ideas for the website, share 
lessons, learn how to assess whether a 
lesson plan aligns with the Common Core, 
and review and rate resources.

Attendees have said that these events 
are both fun and professionally engaging; 

many have noted they are among the best professional develop-
ment they’ve ever received. Read about one member’s experience 
on the AFT’s new “Voices from the Classroom” blog at www.bit.ly/
RbdZTk.

Interested in becoming a Share My Lesson ambassador? Just 
send an email to share@aft.org.

SHARE MY LESSON

As the school year comes to a close, we know that many of you will 
be re�ecting on how things went, taking a well-deserved vacation, 
and then getting right back in the groove to prepare for the fall. 
Whenever you’re ready, Share My Lesson offers access to thousands 
of free resources and a community of colleagues. Just follow these 
steps, and you’ll be well on your way:
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Sixty-six teachers 
attended the February 
2014 Share My Lesson 
marathon in Denver, 
Colorado. Larry Bello and 
Carlos Vargas, from the 
Perth Amboy Federation, 
are shown on the right; 
Bobbi Jo Rademacher, 
from the Saint Paul 
Federation of Teachers,  
is shown below. 

Travel
Read some books
Relax

Catch up on movies
Buy more sunscreen
Make popsicles
Go hiking
Do some gardening

FUN SUMMER  
CHECKLIST

Explore Share  
My Lesson!

http://www.sharemylesson.com
http://www.bit.ly/RbdZTk
http://www.bit.ly/RbdZTk

	Table of Contents
	Where We Stand: A Strong Start for All Young Learners, by Randi Weingarten
	Editors Note: Giving Young Children the Curriculum They Deserve
	The Magic of Words: Teaching Vocabulary in the Early Childhood Classroom, by Susan B. Neuman and Tanya S. Wright
	Sidebar: Evidence of Student Learning
	Starting Off Strong: The Importance of Early Learning, by Chrys Dougherty
	Taken for Granted: Why Curriculum Content Is Like Oxygen, by Carolyn Gosse and Lisa Hansel
	Sidebar: Content on the Cutting-Room Floor: A Brief History of the Elementary Curriculum, by Ruth Wattenberg
	Sidebar: Playful Immersion: Centers and Activities Reinforce Emerging Knowledge and Skills
	Sidebar: Preschoolers to Presidents: CKLA Builds Knowledge Step by Step
	Ask the Cognitive Scientist: Math Anxiety: Can Teachers Help Students Reduce It?, by Sian L. Beilock and Daniel T. Willingham
	Writing about Writing: The Challenge of Helping Students “Get It Down on Paper,” by Andy Waddell
	Notebook
	News in Brief
	Share My Lesson
	Tools for Teachers
	Year in Review



